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2016 Census of Agriculture – 
Feedback and Submission Form
The Statistics Act requires that the content of the Census of Agriculture be approved through an Order in Council, which involves the development of a Memorandum to Cabinet, Cabinet review, legislative review by the Department of Justice, and publication of the questions in the Canada Gazette. 
The main objectives of the Census of Agriculture include maintaining relevance, producing data of quality, providing comprehensive small area data, and ensuring historical comparability. 
For Canada's Census of Agriculture to be useful and remain relevant, it must respond to the information needs of Canadians as they evolve along with the environment they live in. The Census of Agriculture thus consults data users and other interested persons, studies the viability and relevance of the content and tests any changes to determine feasibility in order that Cabinet has adequate information to make an informed decision. Your participation and input therefore plays a vital role in determining the future of the census program.
2011 Feedback
For the 2016 Census of Agriculture, the program must focus on improving efficiency and cost-effectiveness, as well as reducing respondent burden. This, combined with the ongoing need to evaluate historical questions ensures that the questionnaire remains relevant, cost effective, and minimizes the response burden of the farming population. 
With this in mind, please complete the following questions. Your input is essential to helping us assess and substantiate the value of the census questions in meeting the needs and priorities of your organization. 
The following two questions relate to the 2011 Census of Agriculture questionnaire which can be viewed at:
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/ca-ra2011/201108/q11-eng.pdf (PDF version, 242kb)

1. Which existing question(s) in the 2011 census questionnaire do you use or intend to use? At what geographic level do you use the data? How do/will you use them? Do they address the needs or priorities of your organization and how?
We have used the question 35 on organic products. This has been used both at the national level, and provincial level. 
This information is used to understand trends within the industry, and for the development and delivery of programs. We have also used this data in other ways such as, for example, in grant proposals where granting bodies need data on the sector prior to approving funds.

This question clearly addresses a need. The organic sector currently has no reliable way of collecting data on the organic sector, aside from question 35 in the agriculture census. As an organic industry, we have tried to collect data within provinces, as well as at a national level. This has proven impossible due to a lack of cooperation by some certifying bodies, as well as different levels/types of data collected by certifying bodies. I emphasize that as an industry we have tried extensively to collect the data that is provided by question 35 in the agricultural census, and we have been unable to do so. If question 35 was removed, we would have no method of collecting data on our industry, something that would prove harmful to the continued growth and success. 
A future use for the data collected by question 35 is for cluster development at the sub-provincial level. As programs are developed regionally, it will help us create relevant programming. 

2. Which existing question(s) in the 2011 census questionnaire would you never use? Why? What are your alternate data sources for these questions?
2016 Submission

Content changes must relate to the “Discussion Questionnaire” provided to you. You may use additional space if required, but please answer all questions. 
Submissions must meet the following criteria while keeping in mind the need to improve efficiency and cost effectiveness and reduce respondent burden:
· Is this topic of national interest?

· Are the data worthwhile at more detailed geographic levels than provincial or national?

· Will farmers easily understand the question?

· Can the question be answered ( that is, do farmers have the information to answer the question?

· Will farmers be willing to answer it?

· Will there be a broad demand for the data the question will generate?

· Can the question be answered by either a “Yes,” “No,” or a quantitative response?
· Are there other data sources that address this need?
3. On the Discussion Questionnaire, what change, additional detail or new topic would you like to see on the 2016 Census of Agriculture? 
4. Provide a brief explanation of why these data are required.
5. How would these data address the priorities or needs of your organization? What industry, program or policy issues are you attempting to address or answer through these data?

6. What is the required geographic level of the data? (e.g., national, provincial, federal electoral districts or smaller geographic units)

7. What would be the minimum reporting frequency required to make the data useful? (e.g., annual, quinquennial, or a one-time query)

8. Provide your suggestions for the wording of the question(s) you would like to see asked in the 2016 questionnaire.

9. What other data sources address this data need? What are the strengths or limitations of those data sources?

10. Are there any other data within your organization, which can provide the same information as the census, or when combined with census data would be useful for policy purposes? If yes, please list and provide details.
Thank you very much for your input. We will carefully consider each of your comments during the consultation process. 
Finally, please note that the deadline for written submissions is October 31, 2012. 

Submissions and feedback should be directed to:
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Census of Agriculture, Agriculture Division



Statistics Canada

12-Jean Talon Building



170 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway



Ottawa, ON K1A 0T6
E-mail: 
censusofagriculture@statcan.gc.ca
Telephone: 
1-800-216-2299

Fax: 

1-613-951-1680
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