September 14 2016

Standards Interpretation Committee
REPORT –PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD LAUNCHED IN JULY 2016
Click here to read the report from the last SIC Public Comment Period – July – August 2016

NOMINATIONS - ORGANIC STANDARDS INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE
The Standards Interpretation Committee (SIC) is an advisory body that has been created to assist the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency in the interpretation of the Canadian Organic Standards
(CAN/CGSB 32.310 and CAN/CGSB 32.311), in order to achieve uniform application of the rules to all
operators through various certifying bodies.
As per the SIC Terms of Reference that outlines the function of the committee as well as the selection
criteria and process of its members, the terms of two committee members, Kelly Monaghan and Ted Zettel
are ending in November 2016 and one vacant seat has to be filled.

You are invited to submit nominations for these three positions.
Each nomination must be accompanied by an outline of the candidate’s credentials; nominees must be:




voting members of the CGSB Committee on Organic Agriculture; or,
stakeholders having experience in the standard process as well as technical expertise in at least one
aspect of organic production, or
stakeholders having experience with any other kind of standards’ drafting.

Members ending their terms may run for re-election but must be nominated again.
Appointments to the SIC are for three years. Other current members of the Standards Interpretation
Committee are Rochelle Eisen, Janine Gibson and Amy Kremen.
We will accept nominations until October 7th 2016.
SIC nominations should be sent to the OFC at info@organicfederation.ca Please contact the OFC if you have
any questions or require further information.
info@organicfederation.ca 514-488-6192 www.organicfederation.ca

The activities of the Standards Interpretation Committee are posted on OFC Website:
Terms of Reference - http://organicfederation.ca/sic-terms-reference
Addressing a question to the SIC - http://organicfederation.ca/addressing-question-sic
Final Q&As - http://organicfederation.ca/final-qas-canadian-organic-standards
Q&As under Comment Period - http://organicfederation.ca/qas-under-comment-period

Reminder - Public review

Amendment of the Canadian Organic Standards
ALL ORGANIC PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS ARE INVITED TO COMMENT
THE PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS BEFORE

SEPTEMBER 25 2016

In order to clarify the scope of some clauses or to make them compatible with the practices of the industry,
modifications are proposed to the two Canadian Organic Standards, CAN/CGSB-32.310-2015 – Organic
Production Systems– General Principles and Management Standards and CAN/CGSB-32.311-2015 – Organic
Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists, published November 25th 2015.
The sector is invited to comment these proposed modifications under the public review coordinated by
the Canadian General Standards Board which will run from August 26 to September 25 2016.
To consult the 2016 amended draft, click on the following links:
• General Principles and Management Standards
• Permitted Substances Lists
The CGSB Technical Committee on Organic Agriculture will meet September 27 2016 in order to analyze the
proposed modifications taking into account comments issued by the stakeholders and the public.

Read more

Canadian Organic Science Conference
Today is your last day for registering at the Canadian Organic Science Conference
that will be held next week, September 19-21, in Montreal –Longueuil.
To have a look at the final program, click here.
We will listen to great speakers, will visit farms and have a banquet to celebrate the Organic Week!
Over 200 participants already registered; to register, click here!

And, we have great sponsors!
The Organizing Committee thanks the generous sponsors that are supporting organic research!

PLATINUM

Dubois Agrinovation is a leader in providing advice and solutions for irrigation, plastic film
mulch, floating row covers, greenhouse & nursery equipment, and vineyard & orchard
equipment.

GOLD

We aim to be your partner!
We buy directly from growers and offer strong markets
for your crops of oats, barley, rye and wheat, along with
agronomy & sustainability resources.

Take a step on Nature’s Path.
Delicious pumpkin seeds, nutritious flax and
wholesome oats – a healthy organic breakfast
to get you on your path.

SILVER

Agrisys offers agronomic consultancy services,
including an organic production specialist, as well as
crop monitoring, feasability studies, and research &
development

Sustainability is at the core of Agropur Dairy
Cooperative’s mission.
Conscious of the need to protect our natural resources,
Agropur offers quality dairy products in Canada and the
US.

Saint-Lawrence Beans, a division of Agrocentre Belcan,
focuses on trading, marketing and processing of
organic and non GMO grain end by-products. We offer
high quality products for human and animal
consumption with the support of our local and
international partners.
.

Representing organic certifying agencies in British
Columbia, COABC promotes organic agriculture and
provides education on organic agriculture and foods.

The Canadian Health Food Association is Canada’s
largest trade association dedicated to natural health and
organic products.

We provide all of the goods and services to agricultural
operations and consumers under three divisions:
Agribusiness (under the Elite and La Coop brands), Retail
and Innovation (under the Sonic, Unimat, BMR, and
Agrizone brands), and Meats (under the Olymel, Flamingo
and Lafleur brands).

Earth Alive provides organic inputs that have the
greatest environmental impact with the smallest
footprint.

We provide fast and efficient organic and sustainable
development certification services.

Together, let’s support the supply and sale of organic
products grown in Quebec!

Proud to support organic agronomy research
across the Prairies!

We beieve in organic!
Cost effective certification services provided by a
Canadian, family-owned enterprise

Processor of local agricultural products, Soya Excel
supports the development of the feed soybean value
chain.

A brand name that equals pleasure and quality.
Organic tomatoes available year-around.

TRITURO soya meal offers a high level of energy and
digestible proteins rich in amino acids to fulfill the
nutritional needs of livestock.

USC Canada’s work promotes vibrant family farms,
strong rural communities and healthy ecosystems
around the world.

Bronze

Agri-Fusion is a leader in organic cash crop
production. The farm produces organic grains for
human consumption, but also, to a lesser degree, for
the animal feed market. We contribute to sustainable
development by innovating new agricultural
production techniques for the next generations.

The world’s 4 t h largest processor of frozen wild
blueberries. The environment is at the heart of
everything we do.

We process and commercialize maple, honey and
cranberry products of only the highest quality

An international company that spe cializes in
cranberry and blueberry processing.

Horizon Nature distributes fresh, dry and frozen
natural and organic food products.

We promote the production of safe and high quality
dairy products for consumers.

Fertilec is recognized for the quality and efficiency of its
organic fertilizer and input products, such as
phosphorus-free fertilizers.

Organic grain processor and farm supply business, with
a mission “to serve and develop organic agriculture.

We use natural enemies to combat pest infestations,
bumblebees for natural pollination, and natural
products that support and strengthen crops both above
and below ground.

WGRF is a farmer funded and directed non-profit
organization investing in agricultural research that
benefits western Canadian producers.

